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Silver notice
The Interpol has 

issued the first Silver 
not ice on Ind ia’s 
request to track the 
global assets of former 
French Embassy officer 
Shubham Shokeen, 
who is wanted in 
connection with a visa 
fraud, officials said.
    The Silver notice 

is a colour-coded 
notice introduced by 
the Interpol in January 
this year to track the 
movement of illicit 
assets across the globe. 
The pilot project, of 
which India is also a 
part, started with the 
issuance of the first 
Silver notice on the 
request of Italy.
The Interpol issues 

nine types of colour-
coded notices, each 
meant for seeking 
specific information 
from member countries 
w o r l d w i d e .  F o r 
instance, Red is for 
detaining a fugitive, 
B lue fo r seek ing 
additional information, 
Black for unidentified 
bodies and Yellow for 
missing persons.
India is among the 

51 member countries 
taking part in the first 
phase of Silver notice 
issuance. The pilot 
project will continue 
till November.
As part of the pilot 

phase, each country 
can get nine Silver 
notices published.
According to the 

statement, the Interpol 
has issued two Silver 
no t i c e s  i n qu i c k 
succession on the 
CBI’s request. The 
first request was made 
on May 23 against 
Shokeen, Personnel 
Visas and Local Law 
Officer in the French 
Embassy in Delhi, and 
the second on May 26 
against Amit Madanlal 
Lakhanpal wanted 
by the Enforcement 
Directorate.
“During the period 

Info on fraud
 “Through Silver notices and Diffusions, 

member countries can request  information 
on assets linked to a person’s criminal 
activities such as  fraud, corruption, drug 
trafficking, environmental crime and other  
serious offences,” the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) said in a  statement 
on Tuesday.
    It said the notice will facilitate  locating, 

identifying and obtaining information about 
laundered assets  including properties, 
vehicles, financial accounts and businesses.
    Countries  may subsequently use 

such information as a basis for bilateral  
engagement, including bilateral requests for 
seizure, confiscation or  recovery of assets, 
subject to national laws, the agency said.

from September 2019 
to May 2022, Shokeen 
conspired with other 
accused persons and 
facilitated issuance 
of Schengen visa to 
applicants by collecting 
illegal gratification 
r ang i ng f r om Rs 
15 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o  R s 
45,00,000 from each,” 
the CBI spokesperson 
said in the statement.
He said the accused 

used the proceeds 
of crime to acquire 
s i x  i m m o v a b l e 
p r o p e r t i e s  wo r t h 
7,760,500 dirhams 
(Rs 15,73,51,250) in 
Dubai.
Earlier, the CBI 

had got a Blue notice 
pub l i shed aga in s t 
Shokeen to trace his 
whereabouts.
The CBI is the 

nodal body in India 
for everything related 
to the Interpol. All 
the law enforcement 
agencies in the country 
route their requests 
seeking assistance from 
the Interpol through 
the CBI.
L a k h a n p a l , 

who is wanted by 
t h e  E n f o r c em e n t 
Directorate, allegedly 
created a cryptocurrency 

named MTC, which 
is not recognised in 
India, for his own 
financial gains, the 
statement said.
“He lured investors 

to invest in MTC 
and collected funds of 
about Rs 113.10 crore 
from them. He did 
so without requisite 
permission and license 
from the government 
or the Reserve Bank 
of India,” it said.
T h e  C B I  s a i d  

Lakhanpal did not 
return the invested 
amount to depositors  
as promised by him 
while collecting the 
funds. “He embezzled 
the  collected funds and 
cheated the investors. 
To lure people, he 
posed as  the authorised 
representative of the 
Ministry of Finance,” 
the agency  said.
The statement said 

India has already 
submitted requests for  
publication of silver 
notices in cases being 
investigated by the 
CBI,  the Enforcement 
Directorate, and the 
Narco t i c s Cont ro l 
Bureau.

United Nations, May 28:
Two Indian peacekeepers who 

lost their lives while serving 
under the UN flag last year will 
be honoured posthumously by 
the United Nations as it com-
memorates International Day of 
UN Peacekeepers this week. 
Brigadier General Amitabh 

Jha, who served with the UN 
Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF), and Havildar Sanjay 
Singh, who was deployed with 
the UN Stabilisation Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (MONUSCO), will be 
honoured posthumously with the 
Dag Hammarskjold medal at a 
solemn ceremony here on May 
29 on the occasion of Interna-
tional Day of United Nations 
Peacekeepers, a statement said. 

India is the 4th largest con-
tributor of uniformed personnel 
to UN Peacekeeping. It currently 
deploys more than 5,300 mili-
tary and police personnel to the 
UN peace operations in Abyei, 
the Central African Republic, 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Lebanon, Somalia, South 
Sudan, and Western Sahara. 
During ceremonies at the world 

body’s headquarters to mark 
Peacekeepers Day, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres will 
lay a wreath to honour the more 
than 4,400 UN peacekeepers who 
have lost their lives since 1948. 
Guterres will also preside 

over a ceremony at which the 
Dag Hammarskjold Medals will 
be awarded posthumously to 
57 military, police, and civil-

ian peacekeepers who lost their 
lives serving under the UN flag 
last year. 
The Secretary-General will 

also present awards to the 2024 
Military Gender Advocate of the 
Year, Squadron Leader Sharon 
Mwinsote Syme from Ghana, and 
the UN Woman Police Officer of 
the Year award to Superintendent 
Zainab Gbla of Sierra Leone. 
Both of them serve with the 
United Nations Interim Security 
Force in Abyei (UNISFA). 
Last year, Major Radhika Sen, 

who served with the United 
Nations Organisation Stabilisa-
tion Mission in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (MONUS-
CO), received the prestigious 
‘2023 United Nations Military 
Gender Advocate of the Year 

Award’ from Guterres. 
The theme for this year’s Inter-

national Day of UN Peacekeepers 
is the ‘Future of Peacekeeping’, 
which emphasises that the ‘Pact 
for the Future’ – adopted by 
world leaders in September last 
year – includes a commitment to 
adapt peacekeeping to the chang-
ing world, the statement said. 
In his message for the Day, 

Guterres said that “today, peace-
keepers face increasingly com-
plex situations in an increasingly 
complex world... Now more than 
ever, the world needs the United 
Nations - and the United Nations 
needs peacekeeping that is fully 
equipped for today’s realities and 
tomorrow’s challenges.” 

UN posthumous honour for 2 Indian peacekeepers

Washington D.C.,
May 28:  

The US State Department 
has halted the scheduling 
of new visa interviews for 
foreign students hoping 
to study in the US while 
it prepares to expand the 
screening of their activity 
on social media, officials 
said.  
 A US official said 

Tuesday the suspension is 
intended to be temporary 
and does not apply to 
applicants who already 
had scheduled their visa 
interviews.  
 The official spoke on 

condition of anonymity 
to discuss an internal 
administration document.  
 A cable signed by 

Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio and obtained by 
a news agency says the 
State Department plans 
to issue guidance on 
expanded social media 
vetting.  

 “Effective immediately, 
in preparation for an 
expansion of required 
social media screening 
and vetting, consulate 
sections should not add 
any additional student 
or exchange visitor visa 
appointment capacity” 
until the guidance is 
issued, the cable says.  
 Asked about the 

suspension at a briefing 
Tuesday, State Department 
spokesperson Tammy 
Bruce said the US uses 
every available resource 
to vet people applying 
for visas.  
 State Department 

Spokesperson Tammy 
Bruce, in her briefing on 
Tuesday, was asked about 
a possible decision by the 
Trump administration that 
will require all foreign 
students to undergo social 
media vetting.
     “Well, if you’re 

discussing that, that’s 

something that has not 
been discussed publicly. It 
would have to be leaked 
material if it exists. What 
I can remind everyone of, 
which we’ve discussed 
for months here, is that 
we use every tool in our 
tool chest to vet anyone 
coming in who wants to 
come into this country, 
and in order to do so 
has to apply for a visa to 
gain access to our nation,” 
Bruce said.
 “Every nation should 

take seriously – and 
does – who’s coming 
in. So if you’re going to 
be applying for a visa, 
follow the normal process, 
the normal steps. Expect 
to be looked at, and we 
go on from there,” Bruce 
said.
 The move , f i r s t 

reported by Politico, is 
the latest in the Donald 
Trump administration’s 
crackdown on international 

students.  
 Last week, the Trump 

administration revoked 
Harvard University’s 
a b i l i t y  t o  e n r o l 
international students, 
removing the college 
from the programme that 
allows schools to sponsor 
foreign students for visas.  
 That effort was quickly 

challenged in court and 
for now is blocked by a 
federal judge.  
 This spr ing , the 

adm in i s t r a t i o n a l s o 
revoked the legal status of 
thousands of international 
students already in the 
country, leading some to 
leave the US out of fear 
of deportation.  
 After many students 

f i l e d  s u c c e s s f u l 
legal challenges, the 
administration said it 
w a s  r e s t o r i n g  t h e 
students’ legal status. 
But the government also 
expanded the grounds for 

terminating international 
students’ legal status 
going forward.  
 Trump’s previous 

administration stepped 
up scrutiny of all visa 
applicants, introducing 
reviews of their social 
media accounts. The 
policy remained during 
former president Joe 
Biden’s administration.  
 An extended pause 

in scheduling student 
visas could lead to 
delays that may disrupt 
college, boarding-school 
or exchange students’ 
plans to enrol in summer 
and fall terms.  
 A downturn in enrolment 

of international students 
could hurt university 
budgets. To make up for 
cuts in federal research 
funding, some colleges 
shifted to enrolling more 
international students, 
who often pay full tuition.   

SM handles of aspirants under scrutiny
US has halted student visa 

interviews, says official

Texas, May 28:
After back-to-back ex-

plosions, SpaceX launched 
its mega rocket Starship 
again on Tuesday eve-
ning, but fell short of the 
main objectives when the 
spacecraft tumbled out of 
control and broke apart.
    The 123-metre 

rocket blasted off on its 
ninth demo from Star-
base, SpaceX’s launch 
site at the southern tip 
of Texas. Residents voted 
this month to organise as 
an official city.
    CEO Elon Musk’s 

SpaceX hoped to release 
a series of mock satellites 
following liftoff, but that 
got nixed because the 
door failed to open all 
the way. Then the space-
craft began spinning as 
it skimmed space toward 
an uncontrolled landing in 
the Indian Ocean.
    SpaceX later con-

firmed that the spacecraft 
experienced “a rapid un-
scheduled disassembly”, 
or burst apart.
    “Teams will continue 

to review data and work 
toward our next flight 
test,” the company said in 
an online statement.
    Musk noted in a post 

on X it was a “big im-
provement” from the two 
previous demos, which 
ended in flaming debris 
over the Atlantic.
    Despite the latest 

setback, he promised a 
faster launch pace moving 
forward, with a Starship 
soaring every three to 
four weeks for the next 
three flights.
    It was the first time 

one of Musk’s Starships 
-- intended for moon 
and Mars travel -- flew 
with a recycled booster. 
There were no plans to 
catch the booster with 
giant chopsticks back at 
the launch pad, with the 
company instead pushing 
it to its limits.
    Contact with the 

booster was lost at one 
point, and it slammed into 
the Gulf of Mexico in 
pieces as the spacecraft 
continued toward the In-
dian Ocean.
    Then the spacecraft 

went out of control, ap-
parently due to fuel leaks.
    “Not looking great 

with a lot of our on-
orbit objectives for today,” 
SpaceX flight commenta-
tor Dan Huot said.
    The company had 

been looking to test the 
spacecraft’s heat shield 
during a controlled re-
entry.
    Communication 

ceased before the space-
craft came down, and 
SpaceX ended its webcast 
soon afterward.
    The previous two 

Starships never made it 
past the Caribbean. The 

SpaceX Starship tumbles 
out of control, breaks apart

demos earlier this year 
ended just minutes after 
liftoff, raining wreckage 
into the ocean. No injuries 
or serious damage were 
reported, although airline 
travel was disrupted.
    The Federal Aviation 

Administration last week 
cleared Starship for an-
other flight, expanding the 
hazard area and pushing 
the liftoff outside peak air 
travel times.
    Besides taking cor-

rective action and making 
upgrades, SpaceX modi-
fied the latest spacecraft’s 
thermal tiles and installed 
special catch fittings.
    This one was meant 

to sink in the Indian 
Ocean, but the company 
wanted to test the add-ons 
for capturing future ver-
sions back at the pad, just 
like the boosters.
    NASA needs SpaceX 

to make major strides 
over the next year with 
Starship - the biggest 
and most powerful rocket 
ever built - in order to 
land astronauts back on 
the moon.
    Next year’s moonshot 

with four astronauts will 
fly around the moon, but 
will not land. That will 
happen in 2027 at the ear-
liest and require a Starship 
to get two astronauts from 
lunar orbit to the surface 
and back off again. 

Bengaluru, May 28:
In a milestone moment 

for UK-India education 
ties, the University of 
Liverpool, a member of 
the prestigious Russell 
Group, on Tuesday 
announced plans to open 
Bengaluru’s first foreign 
university campus by 
2026, a move that is set 
to redefine the higher 
education landscape in 
Karnataka and beyond.  

 “This landmark 
development reinforces 
Karnataka’s position 
as a global knowledge 
destination,” said 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah.  

 “We welcome the 
University of Liverpool 
wholeheartedly and 
will extend full support 
to ensure this venture 
becomes a grand 
success.” The upcoming 
campus will be rooted 
in the University’s 
internationally acclaimed 
academic standards and 
research-intensive ethos. 
It will offer degrees in 
Business Management, 
Accounting and Finance, 
Computer Science, 
Biomedical Sciences and 
Game Design, the first 
time these programmes 
will be delivered by a 
UK university on Indian 
soil. A broader portfolio 
is expected in the 
subsequent phases.  

Highlighting the 
significance of the move, 
Professor Tim Jones, 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Liverpool, 
said, “We are proud to 
deepen our long-standing 
relationship with India 
by opening a world-class 
campus in Bengaluru. 
Karnataka’s status 
as a knowledge and 
technology powerhouse 
makes it the ideal choice 
for our first international 
campus.” To further 
embed the campus within 
India’s dynamic industry 
ecosystem, the University 
of Liverpool also inked 
MoUs (memoranda of 

understanding) with 
leading entities, Wipro 
Limited, Axis Bank and 
TiE Bangalore, to build 
meaningful industry-
academic collaborations. 
These partnerships aim 
to enable joint research, 
internships, curriculum 
design and innovation 
platforms that will benefit 
startups, MSMEs, and 
students alike.  

Professor Tariq Ali, 
pro vice chancellor for 
Global Engagements and 
Partnerships, emphasised 
the strategic importance 
of such partnerships: 
“These collaborations will 
help connect research and 
education directly with 
industry needs-creating a 
rich, application-oriented 
learning environment 
for students.” The event 
also featured strong 
endorsements from other 
senior ministers. M.C. 
Sudhakar, Minister for 
Higher Education, and 
Dinesh Gundu Rao, 
Minister for Health & 
Family Welfare, attended 
alongside M.B. Patil, 
Minister for Large 
& Medium Industries 
and Infrastructure 
Development, who stated, 

“This collaboration 
will deepen our ties 
with global academia 
and catalyse growth 
across critical sectors like 
aerospace, biotechnology 
and electronics.” 
British Deputy High 
Commissioner to 
Bengaluru Chandru Iyer 
noted that the development 
is emblematic of the 
growing UK-India 
partnership, referencing 
recent bilateral agreements 
in AI, semiconductors, 
and the UK-India FTA.  

 “The opening of the 
Liverpool campus is a 
celebration of this shared 
future,” he said.  

The University of 
Liverpool already has 
deep roots in Karnataka, 
including a - 20-year 
research partnership with 
NIMHANS -  that has 

Liverpool varsity to open campus in Bengaluru
influenced global vaccine 
policy and saved over two 
lakh lives. It also maintains 
ongoing collaborations 
with the Indian Institute 
of Science, Hindustan 
Unilever and other leading 

Indian institutions and 
firms.  Looking ahead, 
the University aims to 
expand its footprint by 
fostering new partnerships 
with Indian enterprises 
and global organisations 

in areas like innovation, 
entrepreneurship and skill 
development-cementing 
Bengaluru’s position as a 
true global hub for higher 
education.  
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e>யான ப/ைமயான ேதா5டfகைள 
வள9`E /)-01ழ+ அைம\ைப 
ேம.பC`Eத+ ேபா^ற 
gய)Pகh4காக ெச^ைன ெம5ேரா 
ரH+ ]-வன. தi`E ])jறE. 
இVத &_ைத\ ெப)ற ஒேர ெம5ேரா 
]-வன. ெச^ைன ெம5ேரா ரH+ 

]-வன. ஆa.. 
இVத உலக /)-01ழ+ Pற\D 

&_E, மா)ற`ைத உ_வா4j, 
அைனவ_4a. PறVத எ>9கால`ைத 
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ரH+ ]-வன`>^ /)-01ழ+ 
தைலைம ஆேலாசக9 ராmn 
ேக.oவNதவா வாp`E\ ெப)றா9. 
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gத^gைறயாக தdpநாC அர/\ 
பqயாள9 ேத9வாைணய. sல. 
ேத9M ெசtய\ப5CAளவ9கh4a, 
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பH)PHைன ஊரக வள90P ம)-. 
ஊரா5P` EைறH^ அர/ vCத+ 
தைலைம0 ெசயலாள9 கக^w\ 
Pf ேபQ, இ^- ெச^ைன, 
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இ\பH)P4காக தdpநாC மகb9 
ேம.பா5C ]-வன. sல. 
உ_வா4க\ப5CAள ைகேயCகைள 
வழfj, பH)Pயாள9கைள 

வாp`>னா9.  இ^-  gத+ 10.6.2025 
வைர நைடெப-. இ\பH)PH+ 
அரP^ அc&\DகA, அரசாைணகA, 
>5டfகைள ெசய+பC`E. gைற, 
ப>ேவCகA பராம=`த+ உAb5ட 
நைடgைறகA ac`E, ப+ேவ- 
அர/ Eைறகb^ அ{வல9கA 
உ=ய ைகேயCகA sல. பH)PகA 
வழfக உAளன9.   
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இய4aந9கA, ெபாE ேமலாள9, 
இைண இய4aந9கA ம)-. உய9 
அ{வல9கA உடi_Vதன9.  
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ெசயலாள9 ேக.எN.ேசாம/Vதர. 
ஏ)பா5Q+ உ`>ரேம|9 ெத)a 
ஒ^cய கழக0 ெசயலாள9 >_வVதா9 
g_க^ g^iைலH+ கா}PDர. 
மாவ5ட கழக0 ெசயலாள9 
g^னாA அைம0ச9 &.ேசாம/Vதர. 
தைலைமH+ கைட கைடயாக 
ஏc0ெச^- ]9வாjகA :ர0சார. 
ெசtதன9.   

ஒ^cய கழக ெசயலாள9கA 
>_\DGவன. :ரகா~பாD 
, கள4கா5�9 ரா�, மாவ5ட 
மாணவரq ெசயலாள9 
ேமா.>ல4aமா9, மாவ5ட ைக`தc 
:=M ெசயலாள9 &+வப> , 
மாவ5ட அ.மா ேபரைவ இைண 
ெசயலாள9 மானாம> ர&சfக9, 
எ.�ஆ9 ம^ற Eைண0 ெசயலாள9 

>னகர^, தகவ+ ெதா�+x5ப :=M 
ஒ^cய ெசயலாள9 கா&யதRடல. 
பரேமNவர^, மாவ5ட பாசைற 
Eைண ெசயலாள9 சV>ரேசக9, 
பாசைற �.ெப_மாA, 45 வ5ட 
:ர>]> பாD, அRணா ப5C 
இய4aன9 வரதராஜ^ உAb5ட 
உ`>ரேம|9 ெத)a ஒ^cய கழக 
]9வாjகA பfேக)றன9.   
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ெமாRQய.ம^ நக9  
பa>H+ சfக9  எ^பவ9 
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